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in cereals, cotton, coffee, wool and similar other raw products
and imported raw jute from India for the manufacture of the
packing cloth and bags.
India went on undisturbed with her hand-spun jute
industry till 1854, when Dundee-made imported jute cloth
began to compete with the India-made cotton packing cloth
in the Bombay market. It was then that the competi-
tion of the machine made cloth from Dundee drew the
attention of an early adventurer, George Ackland, who had
already started a factory for preparing hand-spun jute goods,
to the possibilities of installing spinning machinery for
producing similar goods in India. As a result of his enter-
prise the first Indian jute spinning mill at Rishera was
installed in 1855 with a very modest output of eight tons per
day and within ten years three or four new mills were added
on.
All the circumstances favourable to the establishment of
the jute mill industry existed in Bengal. Besides local raw
materials, coal for power was obtainable from the coal-fields
of Western Bengal and labour familiar with spinning and
weaving of jute yarn was also available locally, as Serampore
was a noted centre of the native industry in hand-spun jute
and sunn-hemp. But in the matter of machinery, technical
knowledge and iskilled labour just as the Bombay cotton
industry was dependent on Lancashire in the early period
of its growth, so the Calcutta jute industry was dependent
on Dundee. The early European assistants, who arrived in
India from Dundee were required not only to undertake the
modern white-collar job of directing or supervising but had
also to do a great deal of manual work as tinsmiths, black-
smiths, carpenters and turners. These hardy pioneers also
taught the Indian workers and artisans spinning and weaving,
and the fitting and repairing of the machinery.
The early Calcutta jute mills obtained their raw jute
chiefly from the, Serajganj market and manufactured goods
purely to meet the local demand. There was very little export
trade except with Burma. The first attempt in 1868 to ship
twills and twill bags to the United Kingdom proved a failure
owing to irregularities in weights and counts. But the
production, even for the local demand, was so profitable